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Chapter1
8207.02 Release Notes

The following topic provides all the information that you need to know about this release
of WebFOCUS.

In this chapter:

Release and Gen Information

New Features

Fixes

Known Issues

System Requirements

Release and Gen Information

Release Date Gen Information Reporting Server

Friday, November 8,
2019

wf110619a Gen 8 8207 Gen 1905

New Features

Navigating WebFOCUS Designer With Keyboard Controls

You can use keyboard controls to navigate through the WebFOCUS Designer interface, allowing
you to perform certain content creation tasks without a mouse. You can press the Tab key to
navigate between adjacent sections of the user interface, or press Shift+Ctrl+F10 to open a
menu listing sections of the user interface, allowing you to quickly jump from one section to
another. Once the option that you want to use is in focus, press the Enter key or Spacebar to

select it, or press the Menu key  or Shift+F10 to open a context menu. When you select a
container on the canvas, you can use the arrow keys to move it and use the Shift key and an
arrow key to resize it.
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Changing the Theme of Content in an Assembled Page

When you add external content to a page in WebFOCUS Designer, you can change the theme
to any of the themes or stand-alone StyleSheets available in your environment, allowing you to
quickly customize an item's appearance without editing the original file.

Once an item is added to a container on the page, select the content item and open the
Format tab on the properties panel. The theme is set to Inherit page theme, by default, so that
it is consistent with the rest of your page, but you can also choose to use the theme originally
selected for the content item, select a custom theme that has been configured in your global
resources, or click Custom to select a legacy StyleSheet or a StyleSheet saved to a workspace
in your repository.

Applying Filter Selections to Link Tile Background and Target Content

A link tile is a page container type that allows you to click through from a content item or
image to additional, outside content, such as a chart, report, page, or URL. Link tile content
now both accepts and passes parameters, so filter selections on the page are applied to the
link tile background content and can optionally be passed to a target chart, report, or page by
selecting the Attach all parameters option. This synchronizes the filtering of the link tile
background content with the other items on the page, and allows the user to maintain their
filter selections when they navigate to link tile target content.

For more information, see the Linking to External Content From a Page topic.

Passing Parameter Values to a Page

When a page includes content with dynamic parameter filters, you can pass parameter values
to it from external content to set the filter values when the page initially loads. These
parameter values are specified by adding parameter names and values to the run-time URL for
the page. Parameter values can be passed to a page using a drill-down from a chart or report,
or from a link tile in another page with dynamic parameter filters. This allows users to navigate
between content items and pages, while maintaining their dynamic filter selections, making
content exploration more integrated and user-friendly.

For more information, see the Passing Parameter Values to a Page topic.

Faster Column Scrolling When Previewing Uploaded Data Files

When using Get Data to preview an uploaded data file that is hundreds of columns wide, you
can now scroll to the right more quickly to see additional columns.

New Features
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New Privilege Allows Users to Create WebFOCUS Designer Content from Business Views

The new Add Designer Content from Business View (opDesignerBV) privilege allows the use of
enhanced Business Views as a source for content created in WebFOCUS Designer. This new
privilege helps administrators replace the use of direct access to metadata sources stored in
Metadata Files with controlled access to metadata through Business Views and Reporting
Objects when creating content in WebFOCUS Designer.

The Cc and Bcc ReportCaster Email Distribution Options Can Now Support Distribution Lists

You can now use the Cc (Carbon Copy) and Bcc (Blind Carbon Copy) email options in the Basic
Scheduling tool and the Advanced Scheduling tool for schedules that are configured to use
distribution lists, distribution files, and dynamic distribution lists, as shown in the following
image.

These options allow you to send copies of an email distribution to separate recipients,
simplifying the creation of scheduled email distributions. If you use the Bcc option to send
email distributions to individual recipients, each recipient will not see the other recipients of
the email distribution.

1. 8207.02 Release Notes
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Editing Joins in Full Screen

When you edit a join from the Designer Data tab or a Data Flow, the Join Configuration tool
now opens in an almost full screen window, as shown in the following image.

This provides more room to see the join fields, profile chart, and values report.

New Features
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View Source Opens in Full Screen

When you select View Source from the Data tab in Designer or when editing a Data Flow (by
clicking the Advanced Options menu, clicking Diagnostics, and selecting View Source), the
viewer now opens in a nearly full screen pop-up instead of a window at the bottom of the
screen, as shown in the following image.

This makes the source easier to read. 

Changing Target Settings When Uploading Files

When using Get Data to upload a file, with appropriate permission, you can override the default
Adapter and Connection settings by selecting an alternative configured adapter from your
current profile.

When using Get Data to upload a file and create a synonym, with appropriate permission, you
can override the default Application setting where the synonym is created by selecting an
application folder from your current application path.

For more information see Changing a Target Connection When Uploading Files.

For more information see Changing a Target Application When Uploading Files.

1. 8207.02 Release Notes
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Function Assist For Mathematical Operators

Creating a New Expression to perform a mathematical operation (add, subtract, multiply,
divide, or raise to a power) on two numbers previously required a creating an Advanced
Expression. Now you can select Apply Function. There is a new Mathematical Operator folder
from which you can select these operators and use Function Assist to supply values, as shown
in the following image.

Adapters for Impala and Crossdata: SET DEFAULTSCHEMA

The adapters for Impala and Crossdata have a new SET DEFAULTSCHEMA setting that can be
issued in the server profile. The setting allows specifying the schema, but delays doing so until
a connection has been established, in order to improve connection stability and eliminate
initialization errors at startup.

The syntax for Impala is:

SQL {SQLIMP} SET DEFAULTSCHEMA schemaname

The syntax for Crossdata is:

SQL {SQLCRD} SET DEFAULTSCHEMA schemaname

where:

SQLIMP

Identifies the Adapter for Impala. You can omit this if you issued the SET SQLENGINE
command for the adapter.

New Features
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SQLCRD

Identifies the Adapter for Crossdata. You can omit this if you issued the SET SQLENGINE
command for the adapter.

schemaname
Is the schema to use once the connection is established.

Fixes

Conditional styling used with multi-drill (drillmenuitem) is not applied correctly in AHTML
report output. (190903114, 191209162)

Running an HTML report that contains OVER, ACROSS, and SET BYDISPLAY=ACROSS
commands results in incorrect output. (190918031)

Added enhance flowing of compound reports across pages to ensure the correct pages are
generated and page number information available in more complex reports. (11113001,
82552524)

The Metadata Synonym editor collapses when a component is added. (191105060)

In Data Profiling statistics, numeric columns are sorted numerically instead of
alphabetically. (191122007)

The SQL TRUNCATE TABLE command is issued when using DataMigrator to load data to
PostgreSQL and selecting the Truncate table option of Prior to Load option. (22803540)

MySQL has been certified with the latest version of the JDBC Driver (Connector/J).
(191111022)

Running reports with the Salesforce.com adapter results in a memory leak and a server
crash. (190729056)

Executing a procedure that contains Dialogue Manager commands after an ON TABLE
PCHOLD command returns an internal error. (191104062)

On a Windows machine on which two Servers with different releases are installed, when
installing an additional configuration for the newer release, the install dialog box only
displays the older release as the EDAHOME value. (190729132)

The combination of PRINT MAX.fields or another aggregating prefix with FORMAT SAME_DB
results in the skipping of the prefixed fields from the SQL generated. (191128006)

Umlaut characters are not sent correctly in a drilldown to a URL link. (191125014)
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When creating nodes or clusters under Cluster Manager in DataMigrator, the node or
cluster names are blank and show as blank in the Workspace and in the odin.cfg file.
(191122065)

When a column referenced in the Order By clause is removed from the Filter on a Flow,
DataMigrator corrupts the flow. (191121061)

The WebFOCUS Reporting Server crashes when a Direct Passthru request uses
current_date as a keyword and Resource Management is active. (191030101)

The iSeries 8206 Reporting Server downloadable savefiles are missing key files preventing
installation. (191203073)

Known Issues

The WebFOCUS help system does not work when the Application Server is configured with
Java Version 11. As a workaround, you can configure your WebFOCUS instance to use help
hosted by IBI. This provides an additional benefit, as users will have access to the latest
content.

To accomplish this, you need to perform the following configuration using the WebFOCUS
Administration Console:

1. Select the Configuration tab and navigate to Application Settings and then Application
Contexts.

2. Change the Help value to /ibi_apps/ibi_help.

Note: The ibi_apps value must be the same as the WebFOCUS web app context created
during installation. If you provided an alias, for example, ibi_apps8206, then the value
for Help should be entered as /ibi_apps8206/ibi_help.

3. Set the Help Proxy Host and Port value to onlinehelp.informationbuilders.com.

4. Set the Help Proxy Context to /wfappent/8206. If you are using WebFOCUS Release
8207, set the value to /wfappent/8207.

5. Select the Help Proxy Secure check box.

Known Issues
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For example:

6. Click the Clear Cache option and continue to sign out and sign in for the settings to take
effect.

The canvas of WebFOCUS Designer for this release is an interactive canvas based on
AHTML. When creating a report, page and row break settings are not supported on this
canvas for this release. If you select any other output format, such as HTML, PDF, PPTX, or
XLSX, you will see these breaks at runtime. These output format options are available for
stand-alone content items only. This will be resolved with the introduction of the non-
interactive document canvas in a future release.

When an Insight-enabled chart created in the 8207.00 version of WebFOCUS Designer is
added to a visualization as external content, the Insight icon does not appear on the chart
when the page is run, so Insight features cannot be accessed. Resave the chart in
WebFOCUS Designer 8207.01 or later to make Insight available when the chart is added to
a visualization.

When working with the Cell menu in an interactive report, the filtering functionality does not
work as expected.

When saving an artifact (from or of and interactive report, chart or dashboard), the output
file name is ARsave.html rather than ARhtml.html.

If you create a report or chart in ARVERSION=2 (In-Document Analytics) and you set the
output format to PDF Analytic Document, an error occurs when you run it. If you change the
option in Procedure Settings to Legacy, the report or chart is produced correctly.

1. 8207.02 Release Notes
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If you are working with an In-Document Analytics chart in landscape mode on an Android
mobile device and you switch to portrait mode, your content displays in fullscreen mode.
Your chart displays at the bottom. If you run your content in new window mode, your In-
Document Analytics chart does not display in fullscreen mode, displaying the chart on the
right.

HIDENULLACRS, which hides across columns that have null or zero values in the entire
column, is not supported with interactive content using the new Designer style of In-
Document Analytics capabilities.

If you add an existing ARVERSION=1 report to an AHTML document set to ARVERSION=2, it
fails at run time, displaying JSON text on the screen instead of the expected report output.

If you are working with a procedure (.fex) and you change the ARVERSION to ARVERSION=2,
global filters do not display when you run the procedure.

In a scatter plot chart or bubble chart, multiple measure fields on the horizontal and vertical
axes generate separate axes, resulting in a grid of scatter plots for each combination of
measure fields. In WebFOCUS Designer, if you create a scatter plot chart or bubble chart
with multiple measures in the Vertical or Horizontal buckets, only the axis for the first
measure in each bucket displays on the canvas. When you run the chart, all measure fields
in the Vertical and Horizontal buckets are shown as separate axes, as intended.

The Expression Editor has a an area that displays objects that you can add to an
expression, which are columns, variables or functions. The selection and display of these
was controlled by buttons above the area, but when then size of the area was compressed,
some of the buttons were hidden. Now there is a single button with a pull-down menu that
allows selecting what objects are displayed.

Both the db_collation.sh file and the db_collation.bat file generate the "Main WARN Error
while converting string [] to type," error message in the Command Prompt window at the
end of their run. This message has no impact on the functionality of this post-installation
utility, and it completes the run successfully.

The load_repos.sh file generates the "WARNING: sun.reflect.Reflection.getCaller Class is
not supported. This will impact performance," error message in the Command Prompt
window at the end of its run. In addition, the db_inplace_update.sh,
WFReposUtilCMDLine.sh, and update_repos.sh files generate the "Main WARN Error while
converting string [ ] to type," error message in the Command Prompt window at the end of
their run. These messages have no impact on the functionality of these post installation
utilities, and each one completes its run successfully.

Known Issues
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System Requirements

This release is now certified and has been tested with Google Chrome version 77, Firefox
version 69, and Microsoft Edge version 44 (WebFOCUS only). Internet Explorer Compatibility
mode is not supported. For additional browser details, see Browser Information.

For more information on supported clients and more, see Release Information.
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Feedback
Customer success is our top priority. Connect with us today!

Information Builders Technical Content Management team is comprised of many talented
individuals who work together to design and deliver quality technical documentation products.
Your feedback supports our ongoing efforts!

You can also preview new innovations to get an early look at new content products and
services. Your participation helps us create great experiences for every customer.

To send us feedback or make a connection, contact Sarah Buccellato, Technical Editor,
Technical Content Management at Sarah_Buccellato@ibi.com.

To request permission to repurpose copyrighted material, please contact Frances Gambino,
Vice President, Technical Content Management at Frances_Gambino@ibi.com.
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